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Obiective To assemble information on the distribution and host-parasite relationships o f  the ectoparasites 

of vertebrates in Thailand, especially those o f  known or suspected importance in  transmission o f  diseases 
o f  Public Health importance. 

Description Ectoparasites are removed from mammals, birds and other vertebrates collected in  conr~ection 
with various disease studies in Thailand. The ectoparasites are preserved, sorted in to  malor groups and 
identif ied a t  SMRL or submitted to specialists abroad fo r  identification. Aliquots o f  collections used for  
inoculations o f  test animais are given pr ior i ty  in  these identifications. Studies on the taxonomy and ecology - 

. - - 
of fhw various vertebrate hosts are also conducted7-- 

Progress - 
Chiggers During the period o f  this report 6,656 microscope slide mounts o f  chiggers from 402 collections 

were prepared and identif ied. Twelve new species o f  the genus Leptotrombidium (Trombiculdinus) were 

collected. Descriptions o f  six o f  the above species have been submitted t o  scientific iournals fo r  publication, 
and descriptions o f  the others are in preparation. Descriptions o f  two new species, one belonging, by  
current definitions, to  the genus Cheladonta Lipovsky e t  al., and the other t o  the genus Susa - Audy & Nad- 
chatram have been described. Because these two  species are apparently closely re'lated i t  has been proposed 
that the definit ion o f  the genus Cheladonta be expanded to  include species presently in  the genus S z  which 

would be reduced to  subgeneric status. Fifteen addit ional new records o f  chiggers from Thailand were also 
recorded in SMRL collections during this period: 

(1 )  Rocky Mountain Laboratory, Hamilton, Montana 
(2) Dugway, Utah 
(3) Department of Defense, Washington, D.C. 
(4) Bishop Museum, Honolulu 
(5) Institute fo r  Medical  Research, Kuala Lumpur 
(6)  Applied Scientific Research Corporation o f  Thailand 
(7) University o f  Maryland, Baltimore 








