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Alfhough other studies in this program have shown that gibbons can be bred in a Ilcrboratory setting 
and maintained in a semi-natural island faci l i ty  i t  w i l l  probably remain true that  future sources o f  gibbons 
for science wi l l  depend most heavily on those obtained from natural forests. 

With the destruction o f  forests which i s  sometimes concomitant to  development o f  field-crop agri- 
culture, the natural habitat o f  gibbons i s  reduced and one must there expect a reduction ill gibbon popu- 
lations. Furthermore, i n  some areas o f  Thailand, gibbons are hunted vigorously. Since ICo age to  sexual 
maturity i n  gibbons is 7 years and since a group ordinarily has a baby only once every fwo years, any 
concentrated hunting o f  gibbons can quickly diminish the population o f  an area. 

Despite these factors, there st i l l  are many areas o f  Thailand where gibbons are ph r~ t i f u l ,  and i t  i s  
pr imar i ly  in these places where conservation programs would be practical. 

This study included a survey o f  the distribution o f  gibbons in Thailand; an estimak o f  spacing of  
groups i n  forests and an analysis o f  the potential o f  isolated forest patches as sites for a gibbon conser- 
vation program. 

Distribution During the past two years, tnvestigators o f  the SEAT0 Medical Research Laboratory hve heard 
- * -- 

or r e e r g t b b a m i n t h e  forests o f  the fo l lowing provinces of Thailand: Mae Hongsorn; Prwhuab; Ranong; 
Trang; Yala; Trat; and Nakornraiasima. I t  i s  l ikely that gibbons may also be found in Chiengral and Chanta- 
bur i  provinces and that they l ive i n  the forested mountainous region which runs most o f  the wedern border o f  
Thailand. informatlon regarding the presence of glbbons i n  the central mountains and i ~ n  the northeast 
region is contradictory. 

There are two forms o f  gibbons i n  Thailand, Hylobates lar and H. pileatus. (A third, H. leucogenys, 

may also occur but this is not yet clear). Gibbons west o f  the central plain, i n  the no~tlhwest and also 
i n  the south are H. lar. H. pileatus lives in the southeastern provinces. Both H. lar and ti. pileatus may - - 
also be found in  Nakornra/asima and groups o f  both species are found l iving In Khao Yai National Park. 
Females o f  the two species have dist inctly d i f ferent  calls, and i t  i s  therefore a relatively ftimple matter to  
detect their presence. Most groups near the asphalt highway in  the park are ti. - lar. However, H. pileatus 

has also been heard in four locations, quite widely distributed. There i s  at  least one groirlp o f  H. pileatus 

a t  the Sakae-rat Experimental Station, 60 km. south o f  Nakornraiasima. 

A survey o f  the 10,000 sq. km. area between Chumpoon and Takluah i n  the South indicated that 
there are gibbons throughout the mountains, even along the main highway. It is estimatsd that roughly 
30, 0 0 0  gibbons l ive there. 

Hunting gibbons i s  practiced i n  most areas we have visited. One obiect o f  the huntinlg i s  to obtain 
young animals for  the pet market, and i t  is the adult female with a baby which i s  most frecluently shot. The 
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