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Introduction o f  gibbons to  KO Klet Kaeo had a number o f  purposes. The f irst o f  thsse was t o  
evaluate whether adult gibbons could survive in  such a habitat, and i f  so, what special problems might 
be encountered i n  their maintenance there. A second intent of the study was to  determine whether 
the behavior o f  gibbons at KO Klet Kaeo i s  normal enough to  permit an expectation that they might breed 
there and provide an opportunity f o r  experimental ecological reserch. A third aspect o f  the  study was 
a survey o f  patterns and shifts o f  home ranges and social grouping seen in the gibbons. 

During the six months fo l lowing Apr i l  18, 1967, a to ta l  o f  19  adolescent or adull  gibbons [Hylo. - 
bates la r )  were released at various locations on the island. In a l l  but one case, members of heterosexual 

pairs which had been caged together in  the laboratory were released together. In addition, three indivi- 
uals who had been removed from the island (see below) were introduced again. 

Observations were made during 44 visits to  the island comprising approximately I l iOO man-hours. 
Two general methods o f  data collection were used. The f i rs t  was a notation o f  locations on the island i n  
which indiv idual  gibbons were encountered. To do this, the main trails were covered unti l  a n  individual 
o r  a group was seen. An attempt was made to  f ind each animal a t  least once during a 3-day visit, 
and this goal  was usually achieved. If an animal was d i f f i cu l t  to  f ind on the main trails, subsidiary 
trai ls i n  the area in  which he had last been seen were searched. 

When an animal was encountered, his location with respect to  some landmark @suc~IIy one of-the 
numbered feeder stations) wclE noted. A ~ O ,  i f  other gibbons were present, they were idslntified and the 
coincidence o f  the encounters was noted. 

The other method of data collection was f ie ld notes o f  significant events. Space Ilmits a detai led 
repor t  o f  these notes but they w i l l  be  summarized in  the fo l lowing sections. 

Survival and Distribution: O f  the 19 animals introduced, three, a l l  females, died. Each of these 

deaths fo l lowed a period o f  wandering, and in two o f  the three cases they occurred withilo t w o  weeks o f  
the animal's release. A fourth female disappeared the day a f te r  she was released and is presumed dead. 
Five males were removed f rom the island, either because they were ill (4) or because they inter fered with 
the format ion o f  social groups (1). Of these five, three were subsequently returned to the island, so that 
a t  this writing, there are 13 gibbons in  the study. 

Figure I illustrates the distribution o f  animals in 857 encounters during the report  period. This 
aspect of the f igure was plotted b y  dividing the to ta l  area o f  the island into a matrix of squares, 50 
meters on a side, and placing a single dot  for each encounter in to  the matrix at the appropriate location. 

- The f igure  shows that only 39 percent o f  the 50 m. areas were used to a significant de(;~ree (i.e., 5 or 
more encounters). Encounters were concentrated within 50 m. o f  the r idge which runs most o f  the length 
o f  the island. There are also concentrations a t  the two beaches on the south side where the boat which 
serves the island ordinari ly is anchored. These concentrations o f  encounters are undoubtedly due par t ly  
t o  an observational bias resulting f rom the fact that the r idge t r i a l  and beach areas were places most 
of ten visited b y  the observers. However, i t  i s  also the case that although the other areas o f  the island 












