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This repor t  provides a description of various features o f  the habitat of KO Klet Kaeo, the island 
on which some o f  the studies of gibbons and other primates are being carr ied out. The island i s  the 
property o f  the Roya'l Thai Navy and has been made available to the SEAT0 Medical Research labora tory  
fo r  a per iod o f  ten years beginning June, 1966. I t  i s  located 400 meter from the coast on the grounds 
o f  the Royal Thai Navy Rating School a t  Kilometer 167 o f  the Bangkok-Sattaheep highway. This area of 
Thailand i s  described as having a Savannah climate, with an annual temperature average of 28"-30°C.; 
ra in fa l l  average o f  1000-1200 mm. and evaporation average o f  800-1000 mm. 

The island i s  the extension of a ridge, Klet Kaeo, running in an east-west direction and inter- 
rupted by a sea channel approximately 400 m. in width. KO Klet Kaeo is the section o f  the r idge west. 
of the channel. The island itself i s  composed o f  two prominences on the west end and center of the 
island respectively, with a gradual slope to  sea level on the east end. In the north-south dimension, the 
slopes are quite sharp throughout most o f  the length o f  the island. The central prominence, which is 
sl ightly higher than that on the west, has an elevation o f  74  m. The island i s  1 114 Km. long and has a - -- 
maximum width o f  300 m. The area i n  plane view 1s23.5 hectares (58 acres). 

The shore i s  generally rocky with beaches interspersed. The east half i s  bordered by  rocks 
and sand-gravel beaches. There i s  a sand beach in the southwest section and a coral and shell beach in  
the northwest. A rln(1 o f  coral surrounds the island a t  a distance o f  50-100 m. from shore. 
Water Heavy local !;bowers of short duration constituted the precipitat ion during the past year. Dew - 
fall  was negligible or l ight and evaporated before 0700 h. As may be seen in  Table 1, periods o f  rain 
were separated by  long d ry  periods. There were streams o f  water only when i t  rained, but  run-off was 
qui te rap id  because of the steep terrain.   he only natural water reservoirs on the island are tree holes 
and depressions in rocks along the shore. During d ry  seasons, these holes dry  up so that there are no 
natural  fresh water sources. 

Temperature Table 1 shows that maximum and minimum temperatures varied rather l i t t le  during the year. 

Flora Although there are a few ta l l  (20-25 m.) trees on the r idge and north side o f  the island, the - 
forest may be generally described as composed of low (3-8 rn.) trees interspersed with a thick growth 
of saplings bushes alnd vines. Without trails, i t  i s  ~ o s s i b l e  to  make one's way through the forest, but 
passage i s  slow and diff icult.  Vis ib i l i ty  varies roughly from 5-20 m. but usually i s  about 10 m. There 

are no natural cleanings o f  any dimension on the island except along the share. 
A l ist o f  some of the plants found on the island i s  presented in  Table 2. 
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