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Obiective - The obiectives o f  this study were to investigate reported penicillin-failures in  the treatment of 
gonorrhea in terms o f  antibiotic sensitivity of N. gonorrhoeae and concomitantly occuring organisms. 
Laboratory support was provided the U.S.A.F. dispensary, Takhi, Thailand, in an attempt to  better evaluate 
the extent of therapeutic problems and to perhaps determine an effective therapeutic regimen. 

A limited number o f  antibiotic sensitivity tests were conducted on isolates o f  N. gonorrhoeae during 

this reporting period. A l l  of these isolates were from caucasian males stationed at Takhli RTAFB (central 
 lai ins area). The range of penicillin was 0.06 to  .72 mcglml, with a median o f  .18 mcg/ml. The range of 
tetracycline sensitivity was 1.0 to 2.8 mcglml, with a median of 1.8 mcglml. (Table I). These data are too 
limited to make comparison with the antibiotic sensitivities o f  N. gonorrhoeae determined in 1965. A 
cancerted e f fo r t  wil l  be  made during the next two months to  obtains from cases o f  gonorrhea occurring in 
both males and females at Korat (central p~ateaul, Bangkok, Udorn (northeast), Ubol (northeast), Songkhla 
(south), and Sattahip (southeast). 

A study was init iated by  LTC Kenneth Gould at the USAF dispensary, Takhli RTAFB, in order t o  
evaluate the efficacy of 7 therapeutic regimens for urethral disease. The need for  such a study was obvious 
since there i s  limited coordination and uniformity of policy on the treatment o f  gonorrhea among the military 
stationed in Thailand. The Department of Bacteriology & Mycology furnished the laboratory support fo r  this 
study, and SSG John Bell was placed on temporary duty at Takhli to provide this support. N. gonorrhoeae 

cultures were returned to SMRL for  confirmatory studies. The following regimens were studied: A-procaine 
penicillin, 2.4 M units I M  STAT; B- procaine penicillin, 2.4 M units IM STAT X 2 days; C- procaine penicillin, 
2.4 M units i M  STAT plus tetracycline, 250 mgm p.0. QID X 5 days; D. tetracycline, 250 mgm p.0. QiD X 5 
days; E. tetracycline, 2.0 gms p.0. STAT (single dose); F- procaine penicillin, 1.2 M units i M  STAT plus 
tetracycline, 250 mgm p.0. QID X 5 days; and G- tetracycline, 500 mgm p.0. QID X 5 days. A brief 
summary o f  this study wil l  be included since this laboratory acted only in a collaborative capacity. A to ta l  
o f  730  patients compaining o f  urethritis were seen in the dispensary, however, only 288 o f  these met the 
requirements o f  the protocol and were pldced on one of the above therapy regimens. The most effective 
regimens were C, G. B, and F, with essentially identical cure rates (83.3% - 88.7%). Regimens A and E were 
discontinued af ter  preliminary results showed them to be inadequate. These data wil l  be collated and 
submitted fo r  publication by  LTC Kenneth Gould. 

Table 11 lists the organisms isolated from 208 moles with urethritis. N. gonorrhoeae was isolated 

from 73.6% which i s  an unusually high recovery. Perhaps the reason for this success, was the great care 
exercised in the processing of these cultures. Specimens were inoculated and incubated immediately a f te r  
collection. The organism most frequently associated with N. gonorrhoeae, or in  combination with other 








