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Cases of schistosomiasis due to S. japonicum have recently been discovered in the Mekong River 
area of Laos bordering N.E. Thailand ( ~ o s f ,  1966). Since any new focus o f  the disease in S.E. Asia i s  a 
cause for concern, an investigation on the epidemiology o f  the infection in N.E. Thailand was undertaken. 

, This report gives the results of the init ial survey. 

Description and Results: 

Patients in the Ubol Provincial Hospital and villagers l iving between Ubol and the Thai-Laotian 
border were studied. Al l  individuals were skin tested with an adults S. mansoni antigen according to the 
method of Kagan, et al (1961). An- attempt was made to obtain MIF preserved stool specimens from al l  
individuals skin tested. The stools of those individuals who showed a positive skin test, i.e., a wheal at 
least twice the size of the saline controls, were examined by formalin-ether concentration and sedimentation 
followed by  the hatching o f  any miracidia that might be present. The results are shown in the following 
table. 

Number Number Number 
examined skin test parasitologically posiiive 

positive 

Thai patients in Ubol hospital 
Laotian patients in Ubol hospital 
Chongmek village 
Fangloom village 
Phiboonmangsahsrn village 

Total 273 23 (8.4%) 2 (0.7%) 
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