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To determine the distribution and seasonal variation of Rickettsia1 diseases in Thailand; identify 
arthropod vectors and mammal reservoirs and alternate hosts, and serve as required as consultative 
laboratory. 

Description: 

A search fo r  evidence o f  infection of man and other animals by rickettsiae of scrub typhus, 
murine typhus, Q-fever and the spotted fever group i s  being carried out in Thailand by means of isolation 
attempts and serologic methods. 

Small mammals (usually rodents) are trapped in selected areas. Ectoparasites are collected, 
identf ied and pooled. Tissue specimens and ectoparasite pools are inoculated into white mice or guinea 
pigs fo r  isolation attempts. Domestic animals, and in  some cases, human residents, are bled for  serologic 
study. 

In  a few instances blood.from hospltalized human cases o f  fever of unknown origin (F.U.O.) were 
inoculated into white mice fo r  attempted isolation. 

Progress: 

1. Scrub Typhus. In order to complete the seasonal study of scrub typhus in animals from selected 
area, trips to  Arranyaprathet, Nan and Chieng Rai were conducted during summer, winter and rainy season. 
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