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Objective: This study focuses upon the role played by medical beliefs and behavior within the social system 
and in the internal and external relationships o f  an upland minority group of Northern Thailand. Its purpose 
i s  to analyze and compare those aspects o f  social behavior organized in terms o f  concepts of health, illness, 
curing and "preventive medicine" with those organized in terms of kin and other social relationships, 
economic production and exchange, religion and ritual, and other aspects o f  social relationships. i t  examines 
these relationships in terms o f  family, village, and region; contrasting variants-yjthin the same cultural group, 
S'kaw Karen, and analyzes the relationships o f  specific villages and areas o f  S'kaw Karen with members o f  
other ethnic groups, primarily North Thai and Meo. 

Description: The present work i s  being carried out in two primary research areas: Tambol Borkeo, Amphur 
Samerng, Changwad Chiengmai; and Tambol Mae Klang, Amphur Chom Tong, Changwad Chiengmai. The first 
research center i s  at the S'kaw Karen village o f  Norn Klissu Tambol Borkeo, a hamlet o f  sixteen households 
and eighteen families. There are two secondary hamlets which arose from Klissu, which are also included in 
the primary research focus, Klissu Ki and Klissu Ta. The second research site i s  the lowland S'kaw village of 
Mae Tia Glo, Mae Klang, Chom Tong. This latter village i s  comprised o f  twenty-one households with 
twenty-six nuclear families. Also included in the primary study i s  a secondary hamlet, Moh T i  Koh, o f  thirteen 
households which took its origin from Mae Tia G l o  some forty years ago. 

in both of these primary centers the standard techniques o f  social anthropological f ield research are 
employed; participant observation, depth interviewing, photo-recording, tape recording of verbal materials, 
and extended questionnalire protocols. A family by  family base o f  detailed data covering all pertinent areas 
o f  study i s  being built up. in addition to  the primary research areas, a more selected data base on other 
Karen communities i s  being built up through questionnaires, surveys, and distributional studies in  hill villages 
o f  Central, Central Western, and South Central Chiengmai Province. 

General Description: The Karen are the largest upland minority group in Northern Thailand. Present unoff icial 
census figures seem to indicate a tota l  population in excess of 125,000, some 45% of a l l  hill people in the 
North. Of these some 80% are estimated to  be S'kaw; i.e., that group o f  Karen who call themselves Bukunyo 
or Bukunyo Jraaw. For the most part they l ive in small settlements o f  an average size o f  14.17 house holds 
in the high valleys and upland ridges of Chiengmai. Mae Hongsorn and Tak. There are as well a large 
number o f  lowland villages a t  the base of a number of foothill areas. There would appear to number about 
twenty o r  so households-on the average. 

The pattern of wider socio-political integration o f  the Karen village i s  shifting and variable; 
d i f ferent  areas of l i fe  and types of social events call forth dif ferent wider group relationships. The 
fundamental unit i s  the individual hamlet, and i t  may be taken as given that this comprises the maximally 
corporately recognized group for  80.95% (dependent upon geographic area) of al l  normal activities. Each 
hamlet has its own ri tual leader or Geh Sapwaa Damukha, and its own secular leader, Geh Sapwaa-the latter 
i s  either the government appointed - Payaiban -- (i.e., village headman) or his deputy. In many cases these roles 
are f i l led  by the same person. in al l  affairs involving the government the individual hamlet functions as a 
pa r t  o f  the government 2 (i.e., village) under the Puyaiban's responsible in  turn to the Kamnan (chief 
commune official) and decisions are taken by consensus o f  the adult males in  a l l  the hamlets of the MA 

Certain events, such as weddings and funerals, re'quire cooperate participation by a wider group o f  
hamlets, usually all o f  those hamlets which have split from a single village within the past forty or so years. 
Normally these hamlets are no more than f i f teen minutes walk away from each other. Unlike more recently 








