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This study was prompted by the maior medical problems the dermatophytic fungi present to  the 
mil i tary in times of stress. The proiect was initiated in  November o f  1965 in collaboration with Dr. Renoo, 
dermatologist a t  Women's tlospital in Bangkok. One morning each week, two members of this laboratory go 
t o  the clinic to collect material from patients with dermatologic problems. Late in July 1966, a similar 
collaborative e f fo r t  was established with Dr. Vinitta, Laboratory Service Department o f  Medical Science, to  
obtain cultures from two additional hospitals in the Bangkok area. This source o f  material wil l  be of value 
in  that i t  wi l l  increase the number of male patients and provide patients from a lower economic stratum. 

Patients presenting themselves to these clinics (Women's, Tobacco Monopoly, Bangrak Hospitals) were 
cultured irrespective o f  the clinical diagnosis. Fungi were isolated from approxim\rtely 40 per cent. Cultures 
were prepared by first cleansing the area of the lesion with 70 per cent alcohol and transferring material 
(skin, hair, nail) directly to two plates of ~abouraud-Cycloheximide-~hloram~henicol  medium. The plates were 
sealed with paper tape, to  prevent contamination, and periodically examined during a 21 day incubation a t  
25'C. Blood agar plates were also inoculated and incubated at 37'C when clinical appearance of the lesion 
indicated either a possible primary or secondary bacterial infection. 

The most frequently isolated organism was Candida albicans, 38.56%, fol lowed by Trichophyton 
rubrum, 34.22%; Trichophyton mentagrophytes, 15.1 2% Epidermophyton floccosum, 6.62%; Microsporurn gypseum, - 
1.89%; Trlchophyton tonsurans, 0.94%, Microsporum audouinii, 0.76% and Trichophyton - concentricum, 0.19%. 

Frequency o f  various fungi isolated from lesions on the following areas o f  the body. 

A. Body (trunk, face, arms & legs) (190/529) 35.92% 

1. Trichophyton rubrum 

2. Trichoph~ton mentagrophytes 
3. Candida albicans 
4. ~ ~ i d e r m o p h y t o n  floccosum - 
5. Microsporum gypseum 
6. Microsporum canis 
7. Tricho~hvton tonsurans 
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