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The percentage o f  histoplasmin sensitivity among lifetime residents o f  a given area i s  an index 
o f  the exposure rate that can be anticipated should non-resident personnel move into the area. For this 
reason, Korat (Nakorn Rajasima) was selected as the first area to study. Lt Col G. Hennard, Surgeon 9th 
Logistical Command, assisted in the establishment of contacts resulting in the histoplasmin skin testing o f  610 
adult Thais (532 males; 78 females). The overall percentage o f  reactors was found to be 5.40 (5.82% males; 
2.56% females). 

The second area to  be surveyed was Chiengmai province in  north Thailand. Dr. Kampol 
Panas-Ampol, Head of the Department of Microbiology at the Chiengmai ~ e d i c a l  School, and Dr. Leon 
Le Beau, University of Illinois advisor to the Department o f  Microbiology, made the arrangements to  apply 
skin tests i n  the school system. A total of 542 (278 males; 264 females) young adults (14 to 20 years o f  
age) were tested. The histoplasmin sensitivity was found to  be 4.8 per cent with females having only a 
slightly lower rate than males. 

The third geographic area studied was Udornthani province in the northeast of Thailand. Dr. Kasem 
Chittayasothorn, Director o f  the provincial hospital, made arrangements to apply histoplasmin skin tests in  the 
provincial prison. The prison provided an excellent population fo r  our purposes since i t  i s  an adult group, 
readily accessible for reexamination 48 hours af ter  testing. I t  was also possible to select lifetime residents 
o f  given areas from the group. Subsequent studies were conducted in prisons whenever possible. Six hundred 
for ty six adults (633 males; 13 females) were tested. The overall percentage of reactors was found to  be 
6.8 (6.95% males; 0.0% females). 

Dr. Udom Legsomboon, microbiologist at Ubol provincial hospital, assisted in a similar survey 
conducted i n  the Ubol provincial prison. Five hundred ninety two persons (572 males; 10 females) between 
the ages o f  16  and 70 years o f  age were tested. The percentage o f  reactors was 5.74 per cent (5.84% 
males; 0.0% females) and was comparable to rates found in north and northeastern areas of Thailand. 

The histoplasmin sensitivity in central Thailand was determined by testing 500 male inmates (18 t o  
65 years o f  age) of Bangkwang prison (Nondhaburi, near Bangkok). Dr. Suchit Pookavei, Department o f  
Interior, made c~mangements for  testing. Residents o f  the central plains were found to  have a threo and 
non-half f o l d  higher reactor rate than residents of the northern provinces (18% males; females not tested). 




