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OBJECTIVES: To continue the complete epidemiological and clinical studies and laboratory evaluations on 
cases of eosinophilic meningoencephalitis in  Thai subjects and perform such special animal investigations as 
are indicated. Based on last year's study, i t  i s  certain that this disease i s  the most common and important 
parasitic disease of the central nervous system in  Thailand. Many aspects o f  the disease are still not known. 

DESCRIPTION: During the period, 4 provinces were studied (namely Bangkok, Korat, Ubol and Pranchinburi). 

The first two provinces are the endemic areas o f  so called "typical type" o f  eosinophilic meningitis whjle 
"myeloencephalitis type" i s  commonly seen in the latter two provinces. In every proven positive case, a 
complete epidemiological evaluation, and clinical and laboratory investigations were performed. In al l  fatal 
cases, efforts were made to obtain autopsies in  order to study the pathological changes. 

Research studies in the laboratory were done to confirm the importance o f  Pita snails as the main 
source o f  human infection. Experimental animal studies were done to compare the local Angiostrongylus 

cantonensis to the Honolulu strain. The studies on the biochemical changes in the cerebrospinal f lu id o f  

eosinophilic meningitis cases were made in  cooperation with Cpt., R.A. Rasmusser, Dept of Clinical Chemistry 
Division o f  Biochemistry, WRAIR. 

PROGRESS: During this year, 166 cases of eosinophilic meningitis were studied, which makes a total o f  512 
cases fo r  the two year study. Of these 166 cases, 150 belong to the "typical" Eosinophilic Meningitis and 
16 are classified as myeloencephalitis. 

TABLE 1 

I. Epidemiology: Eosinophilic meningitis has been reported In 33 provinces; 18 central, 13 i n  the 

northeast and one each in the north and south. 
















