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~ b i e c t i v e :  TO assemble information on the distribution and host-parasite relationships o f  the ectoparasites -- 
of vertebrates in  Thailand, especially those of known or suspected importance in transmission o f  diseases o f  
Public Health importance. 

Description: Ectoparasites are removed from mammals and birds collected in  connection with various disease 
studies i n  Thailand. The ectoparasites are preserved, sorted into malor groups and identif ied a t  SMRL or 
submitted to specialists abroad for  identification. Aliquots o f  collections used fo r  inoculations of test 
animals are given priori ty in these identifications. Studies on the taxonomy and ecology o f  the various 
vertebrate hosts are also conducted. 

Progress : ' 

Chiggers: During the period o f  this report 15,876 microscope slide mounts o f  chiggers from 633 
collections were prepared and identified. Eight species not previously recorded in  SMRL collections were 
found. Fourteen new species of the genus Leptotrombidium are being prepared fo r  publication. A Checklist o f  

the Chiggers (Trombiculidae) of Thailand has been prepared from SMRL and oth,er records, and this host. 
parasite list is presented below, followed by  a map (Figure 1) indicating the known distribution of the 
vector species o f  chiggers known to occur in Thailand. 
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