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GENERAL INFORMATiON 

The project on the Ecology of the Gibbon i s  directed mainly to a consideration o f  factors 
important for  maintenance and breeding of gibbons in the laboratory and in seminaturalistic reserve areas. 
The studies comprising the program include observations of animals in natural habitats, experimental ecological 
studies on a 30.acre island in the Gulf of Siam and an experimental breeding program. 

I. NATURAL HABITATS: 

The gibbon, Hylobates tar, lives in deciduous forests in northern Thailand. In some sections of the 
north, restricted forest sites o f  not more than 10 acres are found with single family groups in them. This 
i s  a good deal smaller area than the 50.100 acres believed to be the natural range size o f  gibbons, and 
the significance of this observation i s  that a group can l ive successfully in a more restricted range than i s  
characteristic in more extended forest areas. 

The areas o f  isolated forest in  which gibbons may be found typically border a stream between two 
hills with vegetation heavy near the water and becoming more sparse toward the top of the hills. Food and 
water are therefore most plentiful near the stream, and this constellation of factors may tend to  keep the 
animals within the restricted forest areas. I t  seems l ikely that given an adequate supply o f  food, water and 
cover, gibbons might art i f icial ly be kept in rather small forest areas. 

These observations were made during a t r ip to  northern Thailand to capture natural groups o f  
gibbons using a drug loaded, gas powered rifle. Gibbons tend not to cross open areas of ground, and i t  
was therefore possible to  locate gibbons in  the restricted forest areas, drive them to the edge o f  the 
forest using a crew of men and shoot at the animals without their leaving the forest. 

O f  12 animals seen, i t  was possible to capture one juvenile by hand and one adult was obtained 
b y  proper use of the capture rifle. Six other adults were seen but no shot was possible, and three were 
ki l led because of errors in the procedure. Working out the technique will be part of the proiect during the 
next year but I t  seems now as i f  the following considerations should be part of the method. 

Sernylan, an experimental tranquilizer i s  a useful drug and 112 mg. i s  an adequate dose for  an 
adult gibbon. The effect o f  the drug i s  to slow the animalfs progress so that he rests in a single tree. He 
must then be retrieved from the branches. Sernylan is probably superior to drugs which drop the animal 
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