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Objective: To determine the etiology and study the epidemiology of viral illnesses in US military and 

civi l ian personnd stationed in Southeast Asia. 

Description: ~ h r o u g h  liason with dispensaries and hospitals in Thailand specimens for  virologic and serologic 

diagnoses were obtained. 

Studies on fevers of unknown origin occurring in US military personnel in South Vietnam are being 
done through the cooperation of the US Army Medical Research Team (WRAIR) Vietnam and the medical 
staffs o f  the 93rd Evacuation Hospital and the 8th Field Hospital. Clinical and epidemiologic data and 
serum specimens were collected in  these hospitals and the serum shipped to  SMRL for  virus isolation, and 
serologic testing for arboviruses (HI test) leptospirosis, (hemolytic test) and scrub typhus (FA test). 

Progress: 

Death due to Hemorrhagic Fever in an American Child. 

Previous to  this report no fully documented case of dengue shock syndrome had been observed in  
a caucasian in Thailand. The high incidence o f  dengue HF in Thai children and the absence o f  cases in 
caucasians had led to theories that genetic or nutritional differences caused the apparent difference in 
susceptibility. Recent evidence indicates that cases of dengue shock syndrome in Thai children are associated 
with a secondary antibody response to dengue infection. This report presents a fata l  case o f  dengue HF in  
an American child with an immunologic response indicative o f  a secondary dengue infection. 

A 16 month old male child born in  Thailand of American parents had always l i ved in  known dengue 
endemic areas of Thailand. The patient developed fever on 13 June 1966 and was brought t o  a medical 
fac i l i ty  on 16 June because of lethargy. Examination on 16 June revealed a fever (104'F), an erythematous 
circumoral rash and a palpable l iver 2 cm. below the right costal margin. Antipyretics and tetracycline 
therapy were prescibed. O n  17 June he appeared improved, total leucocyte count was 4600/mm3 and the 
hematocrit was 37%. On 18 June he was admitted to the hospital because o f  lethargy, vomiting, and low 
f l u i d  intake. 
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