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To determine the factors which influence the occurrence and spread o f  mosquito-borne hemorrhagic 
fever in Southeast Asia. 

Data on hospitalized hemorrhagic fever cases in  Bangkok-Thonburi hospitals were collected by 
monthly visits to each hospital by public health nurses in the same manner as had been used since 1962. 
Reports on hemorrhagic fever cases occurring outside o f  Bangkok were requested from hospitals. Addit ional 
data were available from Department of Public Health records of reports from provincial health officers. 

Reports of large or unusual outbreaks were investigated by a team consisting of at least one 
physician and two public health nurses. Attempts were made to collect clinical and epidemiologic information 
and obtain specimens for virologic studies. 

Epidemiologic data on hemorrhagic fever in Saigon are being collected through the cooperation o f  
the US Army Medical Research Team, Vietnam, and the Public Health Division o f  United States Agency for  
International Development, Saigon. USAID public health nurses collected data on hospitalized hemorrhagic 
fever cases by visiting hospitals weekly and reviewing clinical records. 

An epidemic of hemorrhagic fever on the island of Koh Samui in the gulf of Thailand o f f  the coast 
of Surat Thani province was investigated in  detail by  a team made up of personnel from the Departments 
o f  Epidemiology, Entomology and Virology. The purpose o f  the studies was to determine the epidemiologic 
patterns of dengue hemorrhagic fever in a relatively isolated population in which the disease had recently 
appeared, and to determine whether serologic response to infection and the epidemiologic patterns are 
consistent with the "second infection18 hypothesis of the dengue shock syndrome. In addition, studies were 
carried out to determine the relative prevalence of Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus on the island and 

ta  obtain information concerning the role of Aedes albopictus as a dengue vector. 

Progress: 

Hemorrhagic Fever in Bangkok. During 1966 hemorrhagic fever continued as a maior cause o f  

morbidity and a significant cause of mortality in Thai children. A total of 3,663 cases were admitted to 

hospitals in Bangkok and Thonburi with 139 fatalities. The case fata l i ty  rate in 1966 was 3.8% essentially 
the same as the rate of 3.9% seen in  1965. 














