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OBJECTIVE: To investigate factors in the ecology of plague in Thailand which affect the potential of
this disease in selected areas of Thalland.

BACKGROUND: Thailand must be regarded as a plague receptive country. The past 61 years has shown
that introduced plague spreads rapidly by rail and road throughout the country. Probably due to an
effective and energetic control program, Thailand has not reported plague since 1952. At present,
however, plague is epidemic in the neighboring country of Vietnam. A surveillance program in significant
areas has been undertaken to:

1. Detect plague infection if present.

2. Perform insecticide resistance tests on vector fleas.

3. Obtain some knowledge of the fleas, feral and commensal rodents and ecological factors
which will influence control measures if they become necessary.

PROGRESS: Field trips have been made to Northeast, Central and Southern Thailand. Collections

of rodent lissve, sera and flea ectoparasites have been made. These collections are, as yet, unprocessed
and no conclusions can be made at this time. The extremely low flea index has not permitted the testing
of fleas for insecticide resistance at this time.
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