
2. Title: Medical Beliefs and Behavior in Culture, Social Structure, Internal ond External Group 
Relationships in North Thailand 

Principal Investigator : 

Period o f  Report: 

David H. Marlowe, Ph.D. 

1 November 65 . 31 March 65 

Objective : This study centers upon the role played by medical beliefs and behavior and their functions 

and relationships within the fu l l  social system and the external relationships of a Thai Hil l  Tribe. It 
contrasts the degree to which the social behavior of a Thai Hil l  Tribe i s  organized around concepts of 
health, illness, disease, curing and preventative medicine, as opposed to economic production and exchange, 
rel igion and ritual, ties of kin, and other systems of social integration and describes the interdependencies 
between these areas. i t  compares the allocation and util ization of resources in behavior centering around 
health, illness, and disease to economic and ri tual behavior. It also examines the role played by medically 
defined behavior, in comparison to other aspects of social behavior in definlng relationships within villages 
o f  the same ethnic group and relationships between settlements of dif fering ethnic groups; i.e., Karen, 
Meo, and North Thai. This study serves as one part o f  a three way comparative study centering on 
concepts and behavior in health, illness and disease, the other two parts being carried out by  Gertrude 
W. Marlowe Ph.D., M.S. Hyg., in a North Thai village, and Clark E. Cunningham, Ph.D. in  a Lissu Village. 

Description: The present work i s  being carried out in Tambol Borkeo, Amphur Sameung, Dhangwad 

Chiengmai approximately 60 kms. west o f  Chiengmai. The research i s  centered a t  the E'kaw Karon vill lage 
o f  Norn Klissu which consists o f  fourteen households and seventeen families. Here a f ie ld house has been 
established. Research in depth based upon the techniques o f  participant observation, photo-recording, 
tape recording o f  verbal materials and depth- interviewing i s  carried out in this village and four nearby 
Karen settlements, the villages o f  Klissuta, Klissuki, Sivalogla, and M a -  O -  gla. General interview and 
questionnaire studies (distributional studies) wil l  be accomplished in twenty. three other settlements, mostly 
Karen, some Meo and Thai, in Tambol Borkeo. (The normal schedule of work i s  eight to  ten days in 
Borkeo collecting data followed by four to f ive days in Chiengmai, organizing, writing up and analyzing 
accumulated data.) 

Progress: During the period under report the investigator has established residence in the village of 

Norn Klissu, Tambol Borkeo. Borkeo i s  a high valley (3000 metres) populated for  the most part by hi l l  
Karen distributed in small settlements, average size twelve to f i f teen households, established along the 
tributaries o f  the Borkeo River. The Karen economy i s  based primarily on rice culture (both wet and 
upland dry,) stock raising, water buffalo, pigs, some cattle, and secondarily upon opium cultivation, 
introduced by Meo migrants to the upper ridges o f  the valley some ten years ago. The major influence 
o f  contemporary Thai civilization i s  found in a complex o f  three t in mines located along the Borkeo River 
in  the heart o f  the valley. The settlement at the mines i s  the focus o f  trade and governmental influence 
in  the area. In addition, the mines provide employment as casual laborers to  a number o f  hi l l  Karen of 
Borkeo and other areas. 

The typical Hill Karen village o f  Borkeo is a complex o f  bi lateral and af f inal  kin. These kin 
ties spread and interlock throughout the valley encompassing, at a rough guess, some ninety percent o f  
the population. While almost a l l  villagers are related to a l l  other villagers, the critical social, ritual, 
economic and work units are the individual settlement and the nuclear family (i. e., father, mother, and 
their children.) Rituals and other occasions involving the participation o f  more widespread groupings are 
rare. Rituals consist of weddings and funerals a t  present and in the past included the worship of the 
great  earth spirit of the valley. 




