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GENERAL INFORMATION 

One difficulty in p erforming ser 
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ologic tests i s  the collection of microfilariae for antigen 
preparation. Preliminary trials have been carried out using separation of Dirofi laria immitis microfilariae 

b y  albumen gradient centrifugation. The microfilariae seemed to concentrate at the 35% albumen level 
but unfortunately the rbc also concentrate at this band. Futher improvement o f  the technique is being 
attempted. 

Some preliminary results have been obtained in applying the indirect haemagglutination test to 
filariasis serology. Antigen was prepared by  thoroughly grinding 3 grams o f  Dirofi laria immitis in 5 ml. 

phosphate buffered saline pH 7.2. The supernatant was used as antigen at optional dilution o f  1/1200. 
The sera o f  two fiiariasis patients were tested. One patient infected with W. bancrofti gave a t i ter o f  

1/25,600 and the other infected with B. malayi gave a t i ter of 1/12,800. The control serum was negative. 

Further refinement o f  the (HAT is in progress and eventually i t  i s  planned t o  determine whether there i s  
any correlation between skin test positivity and IHAT titer. 

An Armigeres subalbatus colony was brought from Singapore and i n  collaboration with the 

Entomology Department has been successfully established here. A. subalbatus is an excellent "selective" 

vector for Brugia pahangi. Since i t  i s  very d i f f icul t  to distinguish 8. malayi from B. pahangi morphologically 

i t  i s  planned to use A. subalbafus for xenodiagnosis. 






