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GENERAL INFORMATION 

Completed studies on Eosinophilic Meningoencephalitis show that this disease i s  a maior public 
health problem in Thailand both from the morbidity and mortality aspects. In the confirmed cases, 3.8% 
were active duty military--personnel. With the very common eye involvement and sometimes motor paralysis, 
this disease could be o f  maior significance to pilots and other personnal in critical military assignments. 
These studies also prove the significance o f  an improperly cooked local food product (snail) and the ra t  
as a natural reservoir. Surveys of dif ferent areas o f  the country indicate that the militarily significant 
North, Northeast and Central portions o f  Thailand are the main infective areas. The significance o f  
contaminated water and vegetables are aspects to  be further evaluated. 

Maior Sompone and Captain Crook presented papers on their studies at the Second Medical 
Conference on Parasitic Diseases held In  Bangkok on 7 March 1966. Each principal investigator had 
the opportunity to  go to Honolulu, Hawaii, for  orientation, observation and coordination o f  their research 
wi th the NIH Pacific Research Laboratory. 

A critical aspect o f  this research study i s  the need for  collection and study of the pathology 
o f  the central nervous system in more fa ta l  human cases. Special attention needs to be made on the 
pathology in the spinal cord of cases with the myeloencephalitic form o f  the disease and the isolation 
and identification of the causative agent. 








