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Objective - The obiective of these studies i s  to determine the bacterial f lora of infections of potential 

importance to military personnel in Southeast Asia and to determine antibiotic sensitivities o f  the causal 
agents. In the past studies have been carried out on organisms responsible for diarrheal diseases, 
respiratory diseases, urinary infections and staphylococci isolated from post-operative wounds. During the 
past year studies have been concerned with determining the antibiotic sensitivities of the microbial flora 
o f  infected traumatic wounds of patients at Police Hospital, Bangkok, Thailand and at the Provincial 
Hospital in Udornthani, Thailand. In addition a study on the effectiveness of topical antimicrobials as 
adjuncts to systemic antibiotic therapy o f  war wounds was carried out in Saigon, Republic o f  Viet Nam. 

Description . Wound cultures were taken by  inserting standard machine rol led swabs deep into the wounds 

until the swabs were saturated. The cotton tips were broken o f f  into screw-capped vials containing 
0.9 ml o f  1.0 percent trypticase a t  pH 7.0. The streak plate technique was used for  making quantitative 
estimates of dif ferent bacterial species. The following culture media were used: MacConkey agar for  
enterobacteriaceae, mannitol salt agar for  staphylococci, SF medium for enterococci and blood azide egg 
yolk medium for clostridia. Commercial disks were used to determine antibiotic sensitivities o f  bacterial 

isolates. 

The study on topical antimicrobials was carried out at Tong Y Vien Cong Hoa, a 1500 bed Army 
o f  Viet  Nam hospital on the outskirts of Saigon. Init ial removal o f  causalties was by litter, sampan, or 

ieep. Since there were no battle lines, first echelon care was variable, i.e. a t  aid stations, a t  provincial 
hospitals or at Cong Hoa itself, where the routine procedure was as follows: 

Most patients arrived at Cong Hoa by  helicopter and an ambulance took them to the triage 
room within minutes. After an immediate physical examination the patients were moved to  the resuscitation 
room where treatment was initiated. In most instances the patient then received a single intramuscular 
injection containing penicillin, streptomycin, morphine, camphor, nikethamide, tetanus antitoxin and vitamin K. 
Blood was drawn for cross-matching and, i f  indicated, an X-ray was taken. if indicated, an infusion was 

started and the patient remained in the operating room until he was taken to surgery. If he did not go 

to surgery, he remained in the resuscitation room until h i s  condition was stable enough that he could be 
sent t o  a ward. Operated patients were taken to the recoveryintensive care suite where they remained 
until they could be sent to a ward. 
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