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Objective:  The objective of the  first  part of the  study is to descr ibe  the  morbid 
anatomic changes found in  the  natural infection with Opisthorchis viverrini i n  
c a t s .  In the  second part of the  s tudy,  the  objective is to  study the hos t  reaction 
t o  known numbers of metacercariae with known durations of infection i n  order to 
descr ibe  the  pathogenesis of the  infection. 

Description: For the  first part of the  s tudy ,  25 wild domestic ca t s  were  obtain- 
ed from rural vil lages around Udorn i n  northeastern Thailand. All s too ls  were 
col lected from each  c a t  for three days and the  number of eggs per gram of feces 
w a s  determined. Five of the  c a t s  were sacrif iced and the  number of worms were  

t counted i n  the  liver of t he se  c a t s .  From these  data the number of eggs  produced 
per worm per day was  estimated,  and from the  data on  the  number of eggs  per 




