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Objective: The purpose of the present study is to  investigate the presence of 
Pseudomonas pseudomallei (Whitmore's bacillus) in Thailand, i t s  distribution, 
and i t s  role a s  causat ive agent of melioidosis in animals and in  man. Melioidosis,  
a polymorphic d i sease  or group of d i seases  more or less restricted to  Southeast 
Asia,  has  usually been regarded a s  a rare,  but highly fa ta l  d i s ease  in man. This 
dictum has  arisen largely from the fact  that the organism has  been isolated from 
man only infrequently and then, usually a t  post  mortem examination, in assoc ia -  
t ion with severe d i sease .  In neighboring Malaysia and Viet Nam, the organism 
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