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Objective: The objective of this study is to quantitate the fecal  bacterial flora 
of patients with and without acute  diarrhea and to  attempt to  relate changes of 
bowel flora to the etiologic agent. In addition the influence of antimicrobial 
agents  administered therapeutically to  patients or experimentally to  controls is 
being determined in terms of the bacterial ecology of intestinal  flora. 

Description: Fecal specimens are  obtained from hospitalized patients. The time 
required for processing the specimens for anaerobic incubation is l e s s  than one  
hour and l e s s  an 2 ours for aerobic incubation. Serial dilutions and plate '9 l o  counts from 10 to  10 a re  carried out on the 10 media l is ted in Table I. In those  
ins tances  when the same organism will grow on two different media, the media 
indicating the higher count i s  used. Routine bacteriologic and serologic procedures 








