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Objective: To determine the incidence and etiologic agents of acu te  diarrheas in 
American personnel in a geographic area  where salmonellosis and shigel losis  a re  
endemic. Most American personnel and their dependents usually have one or more 
ep isodes  of acute  diarrhea shortly af ter  their arrival in Thailand. In the event of 
such  an  outbreak this department provides ass i s tance  in determining the source 
of the  infection and in eliminating carriers in the immediate vicinity. 

Description: Specimens included in this  study were from Americans res idents  in 
the Bangkok area or from various military installations throughout Thailand. In 
the la t ter  instance. rectal  swabs were placed in a holding medium designed for 
transport of enteric bacteria and sen t  to this laboratory where they were inocu- 
la ted  into selenite-F enrichment broth and alkaline peptone broth. Locally swabs  






