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Objective: To determine the types ,  frequency of occurrence and distribution of 
Salmonellae and shigellae in stools of patients with acute  diarrhea and to  deter- 
mine the incidence of other Enterobacteriaceae and their relationships t o  this  
d i sease .  

Description: The 4,123 specimens included in this  study were from patients 
of both sexes  from hospitals throughout Thailand. All were hospitalized for acu te  
diarrhea,  and most specimens were taken during the acu te  s tage of the  d i sease .  
In the  Bangkok area  2 rectal  swabs were taken from each patient. One was 

I placed in a screw-capped tube of selenite-F enrichment broth and the second 
into a tube of alkaline peptone broth. Specimens from outside of Bangkok were 
submitted in a holding medium designed for transport of enteric bacteria.  Upon 












