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0 bj ective: To determine the prevalence of Gnathostoma spinigerum in  Thailand 
and to  carry out a n  epidemiological study of this  parasite.  

Description: This parasite was first described from a gastr ic  tumor of a tiger 129 
years  ago. Since that  time it has  a l so  been reported from domestic and wild c a t s ,  
leopards ,  dogs, mink and raccoons , (in India, Thailand , Malaysia ,  China,  Japan,  
U .S .A. and Australia). Human c a s e s  have been reported from Thailand, Malaysia, 
China , Japan, India , Java , Palestine,  Burma , Indochina a nd the Philippines . 
Practically a l l  human infections have been with the ma.ture worm in the subcutan- 
eous  t i s sues .  Thailand is the country with t he  heaviest  infection ra te  in  humans. 

Prowess:  Through cooperation with the Rabies Control Unit of the Bangkok and 
Dhonburi Municipali t ies,  a total of 2 77 dogs have been examined. Of t hese ,  3 
were  shown to  be positive on  the basis of 3 simple smear preparations on each  
s too l  specimen. In a l l ,  288 dogs GI tracts were examined, of which 4 revealed 
the  presence of adult _G. spiniqerum. The total  of t hese  observations is 7 posi- 
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