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Introduction to  Part I (Physica 1 and Clinical  0 bs ervations) 

I t  is now recognized that the  huma.n hepatic trema.tode Opisthorchis viverrini is 
highly prevalent in  Thailand. Little wa.s known of this liver fluke unti l  1955, 
when Sadun reported tha.t it was widesprea.d i n  the  northea.stern part of the coun- 
try. Prior t o  his investiga.tion there were only a, few sca.ttered reports concerning 
Opisthorchis i n  Tha.ila.nd . In  1908, Verdun a.nd Bruyant noted tha.t "Opisthorchis 
fe l ineus"  was found i n  Indo China., and in  191 1 Leiper reported "Opisthorchis 
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