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Objectives:  I t  is t he  purpose of this investigation to  s tudy the  hypothesis tha t  
inherited host  factors influence the  course of dengue virus infection. To t e s t  
t h i s  hypothesis i t  i s  proposed to  s tudy the  incidence of known genetic markers 
i n  patients with severe  dengue infection (THF) a s  compared with the  incidence 
of such  factors i n  a representative sample of the  total population a t  r isk .  A 
s ta t i s t i ca l ly  significant difference i n  the  incidence of inherited factors i n  THF 
c a s e s  a s  compared with the  "normal" population or persons acquiring a ,  minor 
infection with dengue m uld suggest  the  existence of 0 t h  r genetically linked 
factors  which might control the  pathogenesis of dengue virus infection. 

Description: Dengue hemorrha.gic fever i s  a severe  d i s  ea s e l  predomina,ntly 
i involving children,  ca.used by dengue viruses of severa.1 a.ntigenic types .  The 

d i sea . se  i s  characterized by non-icteric hepa.titis , ca.rdiova.scular collaps e l  thrombo- 
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