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Objective:  To determine the  role of mammals and birds a s  amplifying hos t s  i n  
t h e  natural c y c l e  of arthropod borne vi ruses  i n  Thailand. 

Descript ion:  Repeated serum samples  a r e  obtained from av ian  and mammalian 
s p e c i e s  a t  frequent  in tervals  during various s e a s o n s  of t h e  year  and from various 
geograpli ical  and  ecological  habitats  i n  Thailand. Where poss ib le  sera  a r e  
s tored for virus recovery .  Sera a r e  t e s ted  by various serologic  methods a g a i n s t  
Thailand virus i s o l a t e s  and prototype vi ruses  recovered i n  Sou theas t  Asia and 
o the r  a r e a s  of t h e  world.  

Progress:  Chikungunya virus may be  one of a group of arthropod borne v i ruses  
(fortunately rare)  wi th  a zoonotic c y c l e  and a l s o  t h e  abi l i ty  t o  c a u s e  large  urban 

\ epidemics .  This ab i l i ty  appears  b b e  due  to  its eff icient  t ransmiss ion by the  
anthropophil ic  urban s p e c i e s ,  Aedes aegypt i .  In Africa, ev idence  tha t  chikun- 
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