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=BSTRACT

S8alC Medic Study Ho. 93: 2 the Pauhologr of Liver

seases in lthailand: 4 ourvey of the
frequency ané Classirfication of Types
o Liver Disease in Thailand
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Salifornia
Division of ledical Teseazrch Laboratories

Jepartment of Geographic Pathology
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Principal Investigator: Nath Shamarapravati, 4.0, *

Associate Investizators: Vikit Teranuvatti, H.D. e
Jthai suchinda, M.D, R

vaptain Sylvanus W. HNye, USAF, MC
Praphusri dimsomburena, .3,

The ObeCthe of vhis stuiy is to determine the fre ejuency oi various
types of liver disease in lo.rﬁ'1 general hospitals in Bangkek, Siriraj and
Vajira dospitals, basad on 3atholo:ic studaies anl clinical and laboratory

studies, Patient selection for liver biopey is being done by the pediatricians
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and the internists for the Vajira and Siriraj Hospitals. The laboratory
studies being done are: hemogram; coagulation test; liver function tests;
including bilirubin, total proteins, electrophoresis and transaminase and
anfibody titers for leptospira, dengue virus, chikungunya virus and rickett-
siai -Data from the clinical history, physical findings and hospital courses
are belng recorded-on a master shecet for each patient. The program has
been in operation for one month and approximately eightezn liver biopsies
have been obtained. Ho conclusions cuan be drawn at this time,
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Objective: The objective of this study is to determine the irequency of
the various types of liver disease encountered in two large general
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Laboratory Studies
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hospitals in Bangkok; Vajira and siriraj Hospitals, based on a patbologlc
study and on cllnlcal laboratory study.

Description: To accomplish this study a central registry and histopatho-~
logical in laboratory to handle the collectlon of material, clinical re~-
cords and laboratory records processing of tissue has been established at
the Siriraj Hospital Pathology Department. The clinical and laboratory
data and follow up data are being put on special forms for ready reference.
Patient selection for the liver biopsies is being done by the internists
and pediatricians of Siriraj and Vajira Hospitals, and the biopsies are
being performed by them or their staffs. Serial biopsies accompanied by
serial liver function tests are belng obtained, cir:umstances permitting.
The blood for laboratory studies is being collected by the staff and the
chemical determinations are being done at both Siriraj and the 5 ATO
iledical Research Laboratory.

The appended clinical and laboratory protocol sheet lists the labora-—

tory studies which are being done. Paired sera are being obtained for anti-
body titers. : '

To assure that adequate clinical history and significant data from the
physical examination and hospital course is obtained, a research fellow and

his assistant are visiting the hospitals daily to be sure that the protocols
are completed in detail.

It is expected that appreximately 500 liver biopsies may be available
from Siriraj Hospital and that approximately 250 biopsies may be obtained
from Vajira Hospital. In addition, it is planned to study approximately
80 autopsies that are expected annually on patients with liver disease at
Siriraj Hospital. Liver biopsy specimens whenever possible, will be [ixed
for electron microscopy and quenched for immunofluorescent studies. Rou-
tinely, hemotoxylin and eosin, iron and reticulum stains will be done. For
the analysis, date on each case will be stored in uniform fashion in an
indexed case registry. A parallel file will be kept of the microscopnic
slides and any photographs or other specimens obtained from the patient.
The data from these files will be transferred to a punch card system.

Progress: The project has been functioning ifor one month and approximately
18 liver biopsies have been obtained in this period. Sera from these pa-
tients have been stored in a minus 85°C freezer until the Blochemlstry
laboratories at the SIATO Laboratory are fully functional.

Summary and Conclusions: o conclusions are possible at this time.
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