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The objective of this s~udy is to produce and maintain healthy labo-
ratory naimals ;:'or issue in t]le support of S~A:rO i1edical ~esearch Labora-
tory's program. 11ice and hams.t,3rs .J.re produced wi thin &-mL facilities
under. the optimum sanitation and breeding sta:ldards existing in the area.
ilil other species utilized (monkeys, rabbits, ;ruinea pigs, cats and cllickens)
are purchased as need and maintained in colony fashion according to optimum
sani tai:.ion cono_i tions e::::isti11g wi -t.hin the al~ea. Except .for are-infestation
of the mouse colony in £'ebr~a~J 1963, of the tropical rat mi -~e (Orni thonvs-
~ bacoti) no serious disease problems have bee11 encountered in any of the
colonies. The ai~'-conditioner was removed from the one mouse room in the
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presence of simiJ_~tr production figures wi thin -the ~ir-condi tioned and non
air-conditioned colonies, ill1d i're,-!uent breakdo\.m witll inadequate service
mainte&ance on air-conditioners. 851 dllimals, comprising 5 species, were
purchased and lnaintained in the past fiscal year. ~'or the same period,
th~ mouse colony produced 16,404 litters, cl1d the ha.-ns-ter colony 1,989
litters. 'rhe laboratorf a~ima1 colonies are undel~ development. Except for
ectoparasites (mites, fleas) disease problems have not been remar~able and
no disease problem has been unmanageable. with prepared laboratory diets
sl~ipped from tl~e U.S., nutritional problems h~ve been minimized and have
not been noticed. Temporary anilnal housin6 Zacili ties h~ve been agquived
during the year to accommodate the laboratorJ's expanding research progral~S.
The lack of sufficient, permanent. floor space remains the most acute need of
the present iJrogram
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Ob_iecti!~: 'ro produce and lnaintain health laboratory animals for issue in
the support of ~yffiL animal research programmes.

Description: t-lice an-l hams.t.ers al~e l)roduced \u thin SI"IFLL facilities under
the optimum sanitation and breeding standards existing'in the area. For
the period covered by the rel1Ort,' -bo.l.;11. these colonies ('-lith the exception
of one air:"condi'oionedmouse room) were ope~screened colonies existing at
ambient temperatures. All other species utilized (monkeys, rabbitS, guinea
pigs, cats and (~hickens) have been purchased as needed alld maint~ined in
colony fashion accordinG to optilnum sanitation conditions e:{isting wi thin
this area. All tllese animals are kept at i:Ullbient tem~)el~at.ures in open
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screened colonies.

Progress: 

The air conditioner WaS removed from the one mouse room in the
preser).ce of si.!"!!;ilar production figul~es wi thin the air-conditioned and non
air-conditioned colo.nies, al1d frequent breakdown with inadequate service

maintena.n.c;:~on;ai~r-conditioners. Increased demands for mice necessitated
allocating .bne more r06m'for mC,use production. In February 1963, a re-
infesta-t.ion of: the mouse colony.with the tropical rat mite (Qrnithonv:ssus
~) was brought under control in one week with malathion as described
in a previous quarterly Report. No other disease probleras have been noticed
with mi.ce OJ;' hamsters. A prepared laborator.f diet, shipped from the U.S.,
has minir1fzed nutritional .l)roblems to the lJOint of non-detection. Annual

production fi&'"Ures for mice and hamsters al~e as follows:

From July -tlIarcn 1964

~: Total Ii tters born
Totallitters issued
Total weanlings issued
l1.verage Ii ti:.ers/day
Total babies born

16,404
3,970

20,563
59,65

136,149

Hamsters:

1,989
5,850

14,818
62.15

TqtallittE
Total hamsi
Total bebiE
Average Iii

Species purchased and subsequently issued during the last fiscal year
were as follows:

Animals Pul~chased:

28
61
79

168
403
108

tv1onkeys
Rabbits
Guinea pigs
C",-ts
Chickens
Eggs embryonated

Prepared labol~atory iJ.nimal diet shipped from the U.S. has 'mi:riimized-nutri-
tional problems to the poin-t.-ot-non-detection. lithoug~ feline pnewnonitis
has C'auseq. "pro ble~~ in pu,rchase,Q cats, no di sease l)ro bleras in the above-
merit~Qn~d "'animals ~a..ve been unmanageable. " "
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s~~~: During the past fiscil year, animal colony requirements have
increased commensurate with expanded medical research programmes. In
keeping with this e~pallsion, more colony space has been required, existing
space has been ~dmally ut~lized, and more animals have been purchased.
Disease problems have occurred (fleas and feline pnrumonitis -cats, mites-
mice), but none have been unmana6eable. i~utritional problems have not been
detected. Production l~ecords lor number or breeding animals maintained
remainS unchanged.

Conclusion: Production recol~ds can be maintained satisfactorily in the
relatively non-fluctuating" high ambient tem~)eratures of Bangkok wheh pro-
per air circulation is provided. Disease problems have been kept to a
minimum qy utilizing high standards of sanitation. No disease problems have
been insurmountable. l~utritiona1 deficiencies or imbalances have not been
detected, and these variables have been kept to a minimum qy the importation
of specially prepared lq.borator.f animal diets. The limitation of squ~re
footage for permanent laboratq~J animal facilities remains the prima~ need
for fulfillment of this prograru's objectives.

499

~


