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, The purnose of this stud: is to deterrine whether, human paragonimiasis
is a disease of medical importance in Thailand, and, if s0, to attempt to -
discover its prevalence and dxstrlbutxon as well as to determ1ne which snails
and crabs ‘act as 1ntermed1ate hosts. . The study has just been in;tlated and

results are not yet, ava11ab1e.
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Objective: To determine by means of sputum, stool, phsical and X-ray examina-
tions whether paragonimiasis is a disease of medical importance in Thailand.
If so, to ascertain its prevalence and distribution, to detzrmine which
snails and crabs act as intermediate hosts, and to discover which animals
act as natural reservoirs.

Description: For this recently-established project there is little background
in Thailand. Scme 50 human cases have been reported from a city north of
Bangkok. Dlagn051s was made by finding eggs in the sputum and' stool. after
the population had been tested with skin-test antigen. A t1ger was then taken
from near the Thai-Malaysia border and found to harbor lung trematodes which
were identified as being Faraponimus westermani. Recently the present in-
vestigators examined 72 cats from far northeast in Thailand, near the Lao
border and almost 800 miles from the area where the tiger was captured. Nine
of the 72 cats were found to harbor lung flukes which were identified as
being P. westermani. It is reported that people throughout Thailand eat raw
crabs, and since these animals are infected, it may be that the problem in
humans is greater than has been suspected. The crab and snail intermediate
hosts are un%nown,
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Propress: The project having just recently been initiated no data other
than the examination of the 72 cats are yet available,

Summary: There is a possibility that paragonimiasis is a greater public
health problem in Thailand than has heretofore. been recognized. This study
will examine the possibility during the coming months,

Conclusion: An insufficient numbar of data have been gathered to warrant
a conclusion at this time concerping paragonimiasis in Thailand.
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