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The objective of t h i s  study i s  t o  determine epidemiological fac tors  
related t o  formation of urinary t r a c t  calculi. Bladder stone i s  an acute 
and chronic disease occurring among the rural. inhabitants of North and North- 
eas t  Thailand. I n  a survey conducted i n  1963 i n  Ubol Province no inhabited 
area was found t o  be f ree  of bladder stones; however, prevalence in urban 
areas was very low. Disease prevalence did not vary s ignif icant ly with 
ethnic group, heredity or economic status. Symptoms begin most frequently 
during the  hot, d r y  weather before and a f t e r  the rainy season. Burning 
or painful urination, the passing of urinary sand or obstruction of urinary 
flow may be the only symptoms of the disease; and 8 persons have these 
l e s se r  symptoms t o  every 1 person hospitalized. Spontaneous stone passing is  
three times as frequent as  symptoms requiring operation. Stone passing and 
obstruction of GU t r a c t  occur primarily i n  males but the lesser  symptoms 
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occur nearly as frequently in females as males. The disease is most \\ 3 
prevalent in children under the age of 5, however, stone formation occurs 
at a significant rate throughout life. Stones recur in 8% of cases or 
7 times asfrequently as. the .original attack rate.- Finally, persons who 
share the same food and household environment with positive cases are twice 
as likely to develop a stone as the average. 
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