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The objective of t h i s  study i s  t o  recover, characterize and determine 
the  disease po t en t i a l i t y  of enteroviruses i n  Thailand. During 1962 and 1963, 
1400 t h roa t  and r e c t a l  swabs were processed f o r  recovery of enteroviruses. 
During 1962 most specimens were collected from randomly selected in-patients 
and out-patients a t  Children's Hospital, Bangkok. I n  1963 specimens were 
predominantly col lected from American res idents  of Bangkok ill with a var ie ty  
of f e b r i l e  syndromes. Of 425 pa t ien t s  studied i n  1962 only 20 had enteroviruses 
recovered from throa t  o r  r e c t a l  swabs, I n  1963, of 350 persons studied only 
6 had enterovirus recovery. Viruses recovered were predominantly pol io  3, 
while many d i f f e r en t  serotypes occurred sporadically. Nearly a l l  pa t ien t s  
had serologic evidence t h a t  recovered viruses had produced in fec t ion  during 
the  period of symptoms. The prevalence of enteroviruses as a cause of disease 
i n  t r o p i c a l  Bangkok i s  unexpectedly 1 . 0 ~ .  I n  fu ture  invest igat ions  recovery 



systems will be diversified in an attempt $p.increase the spectrum of viruses 
recovered. :I- :i 

An influenza outbreak occurred in Thailand September to December, 1963, 
Three viruses recovered-have been identified as being closely Felated to the 
orzi.ginaYl957 A2 straitih. " ' '! "" L ,' I*'*, : '-" 
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