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History of the SEAT0 Medical Research Project 

. In 1958 while the metropolitan area of Bangkok and Dhonburi 
as well as the neighbouring provinces was overrun by cholera, a group 

of scientists from the United States of America and their Thai collea- 
gues undertook a joint study on the subject. The SEAT0 Council of 

Ministers recognized the importanze of thc cholera problem and in its 
fifth session in 1959 proposed the establishment of a SEAT0 Cholera 

.--. 
Research Laboratory in Bangkok f ~ r  the purpose of conducting scientific 
research on the various aspects of the epidemic. The proposal was 

formally adopted through an Exchange of Notes among member states 

in May 1959 and a research laboratory was set up at the Pathology 
Building of the Royal Thai Army Institute of Pathology. In 1961 the 
final report of the SEAT0 Cholera Research Laboratory was published 

and the member states of SEAT0 fully approved of the laboratory's 

past activities and achievement. As the danger from cholera receded 

into the background, it occurred that the laboratory with its specific 

responsibility of cholera research could well be entrusted with research 
projects on other diseases. Consequently an Exchange of Notes was 

formalized between His Majesty's Government and the Federal Govern- 

ment of the United States of America. The instruments concerned are 

the Note of the U.S. Embassy No. 1740 dated the 23rd December 1960 

and the Note of the Royal Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs No. 31811 

of the same date. As a result, the SEAT0 Cholera Research Labora- 

tory was transformed into the SEATO Medical Research Laboratory 

as from the 1st January 1961. Subsequently, an additional protocal was 

exchanged, namely the U.S. Document No. US/61/3 dated the 26th 

January 1961 and the Document of the Royal Thai Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs No. 3175 dated the 31st January 1961. Accordingly, an Office 

of the SEAT0 Medical Research Project was established by order of 

the Ministry of Defence No. 91/19074 dated the 26th September 1961, 

empowering the Office to administer its activities in pursuance of the 
. , diplomatic Exchange of Notes between His Majesty's Government and 

the Federal Government of the United States of America. 



The Office of the SEAT0 Medical Research Project started its 

operation with only two Components, namely, the U.S. and the Thai 

Components. In the future additional Components representing Other 

member states may participate in the Project. The Organizational Chart 

of the SEAT0 Medical Research Project is shown in Page. 0. 

According to the agreement cited abovs, His Majesty's Govern- 

ment is under the obligation to appoint a Director General and a Deputy 

Director General of the SEAT0 Medical Rescarch Project which, as is 

mentioned above, replaced the SEAT0 Cholera Research Laboratory. 

Major General Pung Phintuyothin MC was appointed Director General 

of the Project by order of the Ministry of Defence (Confidential) No. 

51110066 dated the 31st May 1961; and Captain Samrit Jatinandana RTN 

was named its Acting Deputy Director General on the 6th February 

1962, and later on the 1st October 1962 its Deputy Director General. 

As for the U.S. Component, Lt. Col. Oscar Felsenfeld MC USAR was 

nominated its first Director. Subsequently on the 10th September 1962 

Col. James L. Hansen MC USA succeeded Lt. Col. Oscar Felsenfeld 

MC USAR who was transferred to another post. The Advisory Com- 

mittee w ich is supposed to have the responsibility of advising on 
.'.\ P 

research trends has, for the time being, not been appointed. 

Premises : Since the Office of the SEAT0 Medical Research 

Project has no premises of its own, a request was made for the loan 

of part of the premises in the Royal Thai Army Institute of Pathology 

for the purpose and the request was granted. In the initial stage, the 

U.S. Component was assigned the room which earlier had been occupied 

for cholera research. Later, another room on the third floor of rhe 

Pathology Building was placed at the disposal of the Component to 

serve as its Office and another room on the first fioor as storage room. 

Later still the Project was granted the use of some other rooms on 

the third fioor of the same building, one of which, a large hall on the 

East wing, was converted by the U.S. Component into a library-and 

conference room and was made available: for use by other Components. 

This conference room was used for the first time as the meeting place 

of the Symposium on Haemorrhagic Fever in August 1961. 



However, the Office of the SEATO Medical Research Project 

has actively explored the possibilities of acquiring the project's own 

premises. According to the provision of the Exchange of Notes men- 

tioned above, 'His Majesty's Government accepts the obligation to 

provide the premises for the Project's activities. And as the Office has 

no premises of its own, a negotiation was conducted for the use of a 

site on the compound of the Phra Mongkutklao Hospital. The negotia- 

tion was a success and a site on the East side of the hospital, adjacent 

t o  the Pathology Building, was allocated for the construction of the 

Project's premises. Concurrently, a budgetary request for 1,315,000.00 

Baht was submitted to the Supreme Command Headquarters to cover 

the cost of construction. This too was granted and the building con- 

struction will begin in the fiscal year 1963. 

The Scope and Functions of the Research Projects : His 

Majesty's Government and the Federal Government of the United States 

of America agree on the advisability of conducting research and studies 

on diseases in Thailand, especially with reference to diseases of the 
gastro-intestinal tract caused by bacterial infections and intestinal 

parasites. In addition, infections caused by other micro-organisms also 

deserve equal attention. The study of both insect vectors and animal 

reservoirs of diseases is also included in the proposed research pro- 
gramme. However, it is understood that the scope of research and 

studies is by no means confined to the projects already mentioned above. 

In fact such projects represent the initial phase of undertaking and in 
the fixture the)cope of work may be expanded according to the dictate 
of circumstances. 

Given the above scope of research works, each Component has 
formulated its plan of operation to fit in with the availability of per- 
sonnel, budgetary resources and other determinants. 

The annual budgetary allocation for the Thai Component, the 
research projects of the two Components as well as those of scientists 

from other SEAT0 member states are as follows : - 



The Annual Budget of the Office of the SEAT0 Medical Research Project 

( Thai Component ) 

1. Budget for the Fiscal Year 1961 

The total budget for 135,000.00 Baht is divided into two headings : - 

a. Research 28,669.20 Baht 

b. Administration 103,983.00 Baht 

2. Budget for the Fiscal Year 1962' 

The total budget for 475,200.00 Baht is divided into three headings :- 

a. Research 107,678.90 Baht 

b. Administration 305,198.39 Baht 

c. Construction 62,000.00 Baht 

3. Budget for the Fiscal Year 1963 

The total budget for 1,940,000.00 Baht is divided into three headings :- 

a. Research 210,000.00 Baht 

b. Administration 530,000.00 Baht 

c. Construction 1,200,000.00 Baht 
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Thai Component's Research Project 

Task 1. Leptospirosis in various parts of Thailand 

Task, 2. Superficial and Deep Mycosis in Thailand 

Task. 3. Intermediate hosts of Gnathostomiasis 
b 

Task 4. Parasitological infestation in residents of Bangkok with 

particular attention to E. histolytica 
r 

Joint Project - Thai and US Components 

Task 1. Distribution of various disease entities in selected areas of 

Thailand with emphasis on the rickettsia1 diseases. 

US Csm~onent's Research Project 

Department of Bacteriology & Immunology 

Proiect No. 6x61-01-001, Preventive Medicine 

Task 01 : Communicable Disease 

Subtask : Acute Gastroenteritis 

Study 1. Bacteriologic Surve.y of Stools from 

Patients with Acute Diarrhea 

Study 2. Occurrence of Enteropathogenic 

Escherichia coli in Thailand - 
Study 3. Diarrhea in U. S. Troops Newly 

Arrived in Thailand 

Subtask : Enteric Infections 

Study 1. Bacteriologic Survey of Stools from 

Normal Individuals 

Study 2. Testing and Evaluation of a Holding 

Medium for Enteric Bacteria 



Devartment of Entomology 

Project No. 6x61-01-001, Preventive Medicine 

Task 01 : Communicable Disease 

Subtask : Arthropod-borne infections 

Study 1. Arthropod-borne viruses in the 

Bangkok area 

Study 2. Japanese B encephalitis at Bang 

Phra, Cholburi 

Study 3. Mosquito - borne viruses in other 

areas of Thailand 

Study 4. Colonization of vector mosquito 

species 

Study 5. Precipitin tests of mosquito blood 

meals 

Study 6. Association of Diptera with incidence 

of trachoma 

Subtask : Rickettsia1 Diseases 

Study 1. Collection of chiggers and ticks for 

rickettsia1 isolation 

Task 04 : Ecology and Control of Disease Vectors and 

Reservoirs 

Subtask : Arthropods of medical importance in 

overseas areas 

Study 1. Mosquitb fauna of Thailand 

Study 2. Culicoides of Thailand 

Study 3 ,  Ectoparasites of the vertebrates of 

Thailand 

Subtask : Insecticide tolerance of mosquitoes 



Study 1. Determination of insecticide tolerance 

level of selected mosquito species 

in Thailand 

Department of Medical Zoology 

Project No. 6x61-01-001, Preventive Medicine 

Task 01 : Parasitic Diseases 

Subtask : Studies on Opisthorchiasis in Thailand 

Study 1. Incidence of opisthorchiasis in remote 

villages 

Study 2. Snail Intermediate Hosts 

Study 3. The Fish Intermediate Hosts 

stupy 4. The Animal Reservoir 'Hosts 

Study 5. Experimental Laboratory Hosts 

Study 6. Morphology of Ophistorchis Viverrini 

Department of Veterinary Medicine - 
Project No. 6x61-01-001, PreventiveTMedicine 

Task 01 : Communicable Disease -- 
Subtask : Leptospirosis 

Study 1. Isolation of Leptospires from Thailand 

Study 2. Serological classification and detection 

of leptospirosis in Thailand 

Tasks : Veterinary Medicine & Health of Animals - - 
Subtask : Development and Maintenance of Animal 

Colonies 

Study 1. Nutritional and health requirements 

for expanding Animal Colony at 

SMRL 



Department of Virology 

Project No. 6x61-01-001, Preventive Medicine 

Task 01 : Communicable Disease 

Subtask a : Arthropod-borne Virus Infections 

Study 1. Epidemiology of Thai Hemorrhagic 
Fever 

Study 2. Clinical and Virologic Definition of 

THF syndrome 

Study 3. Clinical and Hematologic Study of 

THF patients 

Study 4. Serologic Response to THF Virus 

Infection 

Study 5. Survey for Prevalence of Arbor 
Virus Antibodies Among Residents 

of Thailand 

Study 6. Overt and Inapparent Infcxtions with 

Arbor Viruses in American Military 

Personnel Assigned to  Thailand 

Task 04: Ecology and Control of Disease Vectors and 

Resevoirs 

Subtask : Ecology of THF and other Arbor Viruses 
in Thailand . 

Study 1. Virus Isolation from Wild Caught 

Mosquitoes 

Study 2. Inapparent infection rates to T H F  

and other arbor viruses in residents 

of Bangkok, 1962. 

Study 3. Avian and mammalian Reseroirs of 

Arbor Viruses in Bangkok, Udorn 

and Chiengmai 



Task 02 : Microbiology 

Subtask : Tissue Culture System for field studies 
of Arbor Virus 

Study 1. Growth of dengue viruses in tissue 
culture 

Research Projects conducted by scientists 
from other SEAT0 member nations --- 

France 

Dr. Yves Robin a French scientist works in collaboration 

with Dr. Ambhan Dasaneyavaja and later with Dr. Dilok Yenbutra at 

Chulalongkorn Hospital Medical School on the subject of the aetiological 
agents of Thai Hemorrhagic Fever (Dr. Ambhan Dasaneyavaja who 

got the grant from the US. Army and Research Development Command 

had left and her work had been taken over by Dr. Dilok Yenbutra) 

New Zealand 

Dr. Marry L. Marples of the Department of Microbiology, 

University of Otago, New Zealand had carried out investigations during 

her short stay in Bangkok between December 1962 and January 1963 

on subjects under the following headings 

Task 1. Superficial Cutaneous Infections occuring in Bangkok 

Study 1. The examination of a random sample 

of children living in Din Daeng area 
inhabited by families in the low income 

group 

Study .2 The examination of out patients atten- 

ding skin clinics in various hospitals 

Study 3. An Investigation of the incidence of 

tinea pedis in male military personnel 

(This project is being made in collabora- 

tion with Major Malee Nissaisorakarn) 






